
April 3, 2020

Cathedral Prep, Villa Maria Academy, & Mother
Teresa Academy Announce New President

Dear Members of the Cathedral Prep, Villa Maria
Academy and Mother Teresa Academy Community,

On behalf of the Most Reverend, Lawrence T. Persico
and the Cathedral Prep, Villa Maria Academy and
Mother Teresa Academy Board of Directors, I am
delighted to announce that Mr. Christopher Hagerty ‘75
has been selected as our new president, beginning July
1, 2020. An extensive, national search was conducted by
Partners in Mission, and applicants from across the
country were considered. Mr. Hagerty’s extensive and
successful experience as an administrator, which includes 17 years as Director of
Advancement and Director of Strategic Initiatives for Prep & Villa, set him apart
from other candidates. Throughout the interview process, it was clear he was a
right fit for the ECPS family.

Chris graduated from Cathedral Prep in 1975. He then received his Bachelor’s
degree in Education at Mercyhurst College. Immediately after graduation he
began teaching and coaching at St. Peter’s, St. George, and St. Joe’s in Sharon
before transitioning into the radio industry. In 1992, Chris founded Heart
Broadcasting where he served as President and General Manager of news talk
radio station Flagship 1330. Chris left the broadcast business in 2003 to return to
his alma mater in hopes of lending his sales and marketing abilities to lead the
school's advancement program.

In his role as Director of Advancement and later as Director of Strategic
Initiatives at Prep and Villa, Chris turned a two-person office into a team of nine,
grew the Annual Fund from $120,000 to over $1.5 million, and tripled the Prep
and Villa Scholarship Fund to over $850,000 per year. Chris is also the founder of
Legacy Gala. Additionally, Chris implemented and executed four, multi-million-
dollar capital campaigns, which raised $3 million, $3.2 million, $14.2 million, and
$20 million, respectively. All in all, Chris’ advancement team raised over $72
million dollars during his tenure, which is a staggering amount for a Diocesan
high school.

In addition to helping improve the financial condition of Prep and Villa, Chris
worked with Father Jabo and his team to initiate and complete the merger
between Prep and Villa, make substantial renovations to both campuses, oversee
the construction of the now Hagerty Family Events Center, and create, develop,



and open Mother Teresa Academy.

Chris is also a Senior Partner at Partners in Mission, the pre-eminent Catholic
school consulting firm in America. Chris has helped schools all over the country
raise millions of dollars and enroll more students by working with these schools to
grow their advancement and enrollment management programs. Most recently,
he worked as a consultant to help the Cathedral Prep, Villa Maria Academy and
Mother Teresa Academy advancement office launch “Called to Lead” which is a
$48.5 million dollar initiative to help secure future of the organization.

“I would like to thank Bishop Persico, Father Rouch, Jerry Wegley, the Board of
Directors and the search committee for giving me the opportunity of a lifetime to
make a difference in this mission that I love so dearly,” Hagerty said. “I would
also like to thank Father Jabo, not only for his 20 years of service, but for inviting
me to be part of his journey for 17 of those years. Through God’s grace, and in
collaboration with our students, parents, employees, alumni, and friends, I hope
to build upon the foundation that has been laid for Cathedral Prep, Villa Maria
Academy and Mother Teresa Academy by writing the next chapter in our never-
ending story.”

Bishop Persico added, "I am very grateful to the search committee members for
their work finding the best candidate possible to fill this important role, and for
the board’s final recommendation to hire Chris Hagerty. At this moment in the
history of Cathedral Prep, Villa Maria Academy and Mother Teresa Academy,
Chris is well-positioned to continue promoting the schools’ strong mission of
Catholic education in our region. These schools are important resources in our
community, and Chris’ background will ensure stability and growth. I also want
to thank Father Scott Jabo for his outstanding 20 years of leadership at Prep,
Villa and Mother Teresa Academy. He has set the tone for the future."
 
The board appreciates everyone who participated in the search for our new
leader. Close to 100 faculty, staff, parents, students and board members provided
insight and feedback through interviews and group meetings. A special thank-you
to the search committee for devoting countless hours to vetting the candidates.
The board also recognizes Fr. Jabo’s leadership and commitment to Cathedral
Prep, Villa Maria Academy and, most recently, Mother Teresa Academy over the
past 20 years, beginning as headmaster at Cathedral Prep and transitioning into
the role of President after the merger with Villa Maria Academy.

I invite you to congratulate and welcome Mr. Hagerty as he assumes his role as
our next president. As we move into this next evolution, we are thankful for God’s
abundant blessings, our mission, the faculty and staff who faithfully carry out this
mission and everyone involved within our exceptional community.
Sincerely,

Jerome Wegley, Chairperson

Cathedral Prep, Villa Maria Academy & Mother Teresa Academy Board of
Directors
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Mission Statement:
Cathedral Preparatory School and

Villa Maria Academy form a
Christ-centered, co-institutional,

college preparatory Catholic school
in the Diocese of Erie. With a

foundation of faith, family,
excellence, and tradition, we

develop men and women of vision
in spirit, mind, and body.

kindergarten through 8th grade
Catholic school in the Diocese of

Erie, is dedicated to offering a
Christ-centered education to inner-
city students. With a foundation of

faith, family, excellence, and
tradition, we transform the lives of
children in spirit, mind, and body.
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